
 

 

newsgathering agencies: Reuters 

and Associated Press.  

- Britain’s major radio groups 

including EMAP, the BBC, talkSport, 

Virgin, Classic FM, Capital Radio 

Group, Chrysalis and Guardian 

Media Group. 

 

Film  

• London is the third busiest filming 

production centre in the world, behind only 

Los Angeles and New York 

• Of the top 15 grossing films of all time, no 

fewer than five were made in the studios in 

and around London.  

•  Recent films shot in London include: 

Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, 

Amazing Grace, The Good Shepherd, Miss 

Potter, Breaking & Entering, A Good Year, 

The Children of Men, Stormbreaker, The 

Da Vinci Code, Basic Instinct 2: Risk 

Addiction, V for Vendetta and Match Point 

and Wimbledon. 

• Film-friendly labour laws, flexible 

shooting hours and inexpensive 

transportation services are fundamental 

features of the London scene. 

• Many film producers, distributors, 

publishers and financiers are in London, 

including: Winchester, Working Title, Pathé, 

Sony Films, Universal, Warner Brothers 

and DreamWorks.  

• It is estimated that Indian productions are 

worth $53 million annually to London. 

Therefore Indian filmmakers are getting top 

priority. At least 40 Hindi films have been 

shot in the city in the past year. 

 

• London offers filmmakers an enviable 

range of resources: 

- 220 stages in more than 60 studios 

with a total shooting area in excess 

of 1.5 million sq. ft. with all 

necessary facilities on site, e.g. 

lighting, camera, sound and special 

FX. 

- Competitive hire of camera 

equipment, lighting, set design, 

electrical, catering, transport, 

costume, stunts and pyrotechnics.  

- The second biggest range of 

production facilities after Hollywood 

including: Eon, Elstree, 

Borehamwood and Leavesden; the 

BBC’s Television Centre, Pinewood, 

Shepperton, Twickenham, 

Teddington, Ealing, London Studios 

and Three Mills.  

- Historic, contemporary and futuristic 

locations, plus doubles for other 

cities from New York to Moscow.  

• London is home to over 60 film festivals, 

including Europe’s largest public film 

festival, The Times bfi London Film 

Festival. 

• British film technicians, craftsmen and 

actors are world-famous for their skills. 

About 80% of the UK industry’s freelance 

personnel are based in and around London. 

 

 

 

London’s creativity energises the world. 

With its vibrant cultural life, tolerance 

and ethnic diversity, London acts as a 

talent magnet to the creative leaders of 

the age – performers, artists, designers 

and writers.  

 

It is a stimulating, fast-moving 

environment with a sophisticated, 

adventurous public. London’s superb 

connectivity and communications give 

its creative players fast-track access to 

global media. No other city is as 

welcoming – or offers so much in the 

way of professional support. 

London is the ultimate creative city. 

 

• London is one of the world’s main 

broadcasting centres incorporating: radio 

and television format development and 

production; publishing; corporate finance; 

satellite, cable and free-to-air technology; 

Telecommunications; and media 

investment. The estimated total revenue 

from the sale of UK TV programmes 

internationally was $1.2 billion in 2005, an 

increase of 21% on 2004.
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• London’s film industry offers world-class 

acting, creative talent and technical 

expertise, groundbreaking post-production, 

state-of-the-art studios and unparalleled 

locations. The UK’s film and video market is 

worth some $5 billion annually. 

• The UK’s publishing industry is valued at 

over $31 billion and employs 150,000 

people. It is heavily concentrated in London 

with three main sectors: books and 

academic journals, national and regional 

newspapers and magazines.  

• The UK is the world’s third largest music 

market and Europe’s clear market leader, 

worth over $7 billion.  The UK’s music 

industry is centred on London with 90% of 

activity located here. 

 

Broadcasting  

• The world’s most influential media and 

broadcasting brands work in London: 

- Information and media 

organisations: Disney, News 

International, Pearson, Reed, Time 

Warner and Viacom. 

- Major networks including: the BBC, 

ITV, ITN, Channel 4, Channel 5, 

Paramount, Comedy Channel, 

CNBC, QVC, CNN and MTV 

Europe. 

- The world’s two biggest 
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 Publishing  

• The UK publishing industry is valued at 

more than $31 billion and employs 150,000 

people, 60,000 of whom work in London.  

London has 210 newspapers; ten of the 

UK’s national 11 newspapers are produced 

from the capital. 

• 15,000 publishers release 48,000 

imprints in a market worth an estimated $7 

billion. Londoners buy far more books than 

the rest of the UK. 

• London-based organisations include 

Trinity Mirror plc, Guardian Media Group, 

News International, Associated 

Newspapers and General Trust, the 

Telegraph Group, HarperCollins, 

Macmillan, Penguin, Random House, 

Pearson Group 

• London has 210 newspapers. 10 of the 

11 national newspapers are produced from 

London including: The Times, The 

Guardian, The Telegraph, The Sun, The 

Daily Mail, The Daily Mirror and the 

Financial Times. 

• 70% of London’s population read a 

national newspaper, the highest proportion 

in Britain and one of the highest in the 

world. 81% read a regional newspaper.  

• London is the centre for international 

business communications: The Economist 

Group, Financial Times, CNBC, 

RiskWaters, EuroMoney and Bloomberg 

Europe.  

• 37% of UK readers of consumer 

magazines are located in London with the 

total value of the magazine industry 

estimated at $9 billion. 

 

Music  

• The UK is Europe’s market leader with 

consumer spending reaching $5.7 billion in 

2005; 90% of UK activity takes place in 

London. Major record labels in London 

include Universal Music Group, Sony BMG 

Music, EMI and Warner Music Group. 

• London’s music industry employs more 

than 55,000 people and generates 

overseas sales of over $5 billion. 

• Major record labels in London include 

Universal Music Group, Sony BMG Music, 

EMI and Warner Music Group. 

• 700 independent record labels are based 

in South-East England.  

• London is the recording capital of Europe 

with 70% of the UK’s recording studios, 

including the world-famous Abbey Road. 

• London is Europe’s largest centre for live 

music. Venues include: the Royal Festival 

Hall, the Royal Opera House, the Royal 

Albert Hall, Wembley Arena, Hammersmith 

Odeon, the 100 Club, Ronnie Scott’s and 

the Jazz Café, plus hundreds more. 

 

Business support 

• London has many high-quality 

professional service firms catering to the 

creative industries, notably law firms, 

marketing agencies, corporate finance 

boutiques, management consultants, 

lobbyists and regulatory advisers.  

 

 

London Talent 

• 80% of the UK’s film businesses and 

70% of the film workforce is based in 

London. The film and media industries 

employ over 100,000 people in London.  

• Over 90,000 people work in the 

publishing business in London.  

• 56,000 work in London’s music and 

performing arts sectors.   

• Broadcasting employs 36,000 people in 

London.  

 

Property options  

• London’s long creative history means a 

vast range of suitable property exists:  

- Warehouse and printing presses for 

newspaper and magazines. 

- Soho suites for post-production, 

music and film companies. 

- Serviced offices for magazine, book, 

and publishing companies.  

- Studios and large floor-spaces for 

broadcasters and technology 

companies. 

 

Connectivity and access to markets 

• The largest single market in the world – 

the 450 million people of the EU – is on 

London’s doorstep.  

• London has direct access to the rest of 

the UK, Europe and the rest of the world: 

- There are direct flights to 530 

destinations worldwide from 

London’s five international airports  

and high-speed rail services to Paris 

and Brussels on Eurostar 

- London has superior provision for 

distribution allowing, for example, 

for print material to be easily 

distributed nationwide. 

 

• London has Europe’s best telecoms 

infrastructure. A new digital fibre-optic 

network called SohoNet connects London 

 based-production houses and links London 

to Rome, New York and Los Angeles, as 

well as Australia and New Zealand. 

• London is one of the best-wired global 

cities and is ranked as the best city in 

Europe for the “quality of its telecoms”. 

 

Regulatory environment 

• The 2003 Communications Bill scrapped 

the rules barring non-European Union 

companies owning the UK’s television and 

radio businesses, making the UK TV and 

radio market one of the most liberal in the 

world.   

• The UK Government recently announced 

proposals to increase tax relief paid directly 

to British film makers from 15% to 20%. 

 

Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the 

accuracy of the information contained in this 

document, Think London cannot offer any 

warranty that factual errors may not have 

occurred. Think London takes no responsibility for 

any indirect damage or loss suffered by reason of 

inaccuracy or incorrectness of the information in 

this document. 
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